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Tt was thmough a weekly am with 3 group of masacans that he
disoovered writing poetry. One week 2 chassical gt beoughic in
some poers e had wnien and e read thern whike they plied.
Everyone enjoyed ft and i was imémicd the newt wedk, s e
with Sceninski providing some of fis owm poens. Mesmehik: b
continued 1 el the iy, abmorbing is rich beaory, and playing
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in the diy,” he says. S0 when the eppomunity i meium (o Marys
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However the pash 10 this prize was oertainy
Iy never pre-oeduned, explains the author, who
will b reacling from his award-winaing colle
i of poesns, “The Light [oad” 2= pant of the Wodd of Wonds
Ppon Authoes Seies on Aprd 4. In B, Slominski oredits o mm:
bt of ot and sometimes diffiod deersions in b ik, e
cransioeming frim i the kind of poet who can communicats his
pvate experieoss sucesily o made,

Sominski grewr up in @ middle chss area of Montred and
remembess geuting hooked on meading through his mother, who
rea voraciously i all penres. In high schond, i was sdence fiodon
and Bintasy weilers ke Ry Bradbury, leoe Asimov, and JRE
Tolkion that appeaied o the eenaper whi also manmined 2 G-
nation wrth mrusic and began playing the string s o ape cighism.
bt this tinee he eschewed Eemmee and orcentred mome on
prikosophy, which b began sucdying seviously whils be stiended
CEGEP at Damson College, He evennully samed 3 schobirhip o
Covvnedia Universiny, bur, he kwughs, "1 dissppoamed the whol phi-
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Shosmingki atrended Concoetla for tvo praes. Bus arhile e read.
ing inieresss bek nemed 1o grest insertional acchons Bee Bella;
Carc Marguez, Mishima, and Kawabas, he found himsell incree-
ingh uncomioazble vith the direction his uriverty stues were
eaking him i, [ s siucking great weiters Bt [ wanted o wrike”
b remembers. Fedling the nesd o be mone actve crealvely, he
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But while ihe “fake* poems gamiér misch anenton becuse of
the empethy they evoke, the areful reader will find Slomingd’s |
oifer poess imbued with a highly rewanding vison of patience and
ikl cxumgee. He in clearly 2 man strugpling i make sense of his
envisorenent, his fife, sl how i draw strength from small bless
Ings. Hlis new ecllertion, "The Light Load® which Skooningld has
assembied into a sl chaplaook, carvies on this radicn, porsy:
Ing 2 highby evotved, ms! enlighiened appeoach to fving with
adversity, The twehe poems culiinale in a peofound and moving
woew i hisson, which sppésirs bite in the tifle poem: “¥ou »ill rever
et o ey o s L caery.”

Pomerfl lines Bhe thee sesorare with the reader kang afterwand
offer 3 semee of hope dot cvery stroggle & ulimately soah the
effort and that every jamey, no matter how unpredicible 1nd
challenging, cam sl ead {0 great dhins.
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